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Hie THAT Is SLOW TO ANGER, Is BETTER THAN THE 
MIGHTY: AND HE THAT RULETH His SPIRIT, THAN 
‘(HE THAT TAKETH A CITY. 
oan 


( HE author of thele. proverbs. 
7 


appears ‘to have been preiitly 
acquainted with men, and deep- 


Lae 
BSLGNE ly ftudied in civil policy. “He - 


knew the fprings of a@ion tin 


_ the human mind, and how: to ‘touch them ga 


the moft delicate manner. He poffels'd in a 


fuperior degree, “the ‘wifdom froin above, » 


which is pure and peaceable.” Ih anfwer to 
his judicious prayer God gave him “a wife 
and underftanding heart.” Some vahiable fruits 
of his wifdom may be gathered by us, if we 
Be at duly 


pn rg ~ 


ea 


oh 


excellent rules for the government of our hearts 
and lives, which are {eattered thro’ his writings. 


Inthem vulgar errors are correéted ; falfe great-. 


nefs is difcovered ; and the way to true honor 
and happinefs marked out. 


THE yerfe, which is to be the foundation 
of our prefent difeourfe, teaches us to judge 
properly of actions and chara¢ters ; inftruéts us 
ot to be dazzled with thofe that wear the 
falfe glitter of heroifm and magnanimity, while 
we overlook thofe that are truly noble and im- 
portant, in “ the judgment which is according 
to truth.” He that is Slow to anger, is better 


than the mighty: and he that vuletb his [pirit, 
than he that taketh a City. 2 


Seating from thefe words, I fhalt 
mee gehen and explain the ch 
, Pp we find in them, ‘To com= 
e Cae > that we may fee how much 
To ate ae is to the other. - And— 
cohen lito purfue them: with a- zeal 
tO their refpedtive importance. 
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duly attend to his important maxims, and the 


| 
| 
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roe 
«Ly fpeaking of thefe points; fore things 
may be faid not altogether foreign to the pre 
Sent: occafion.. +- 4 


_. Te explanation of the chara@ers in our 
text is firft to be attempted. 


- To be flow to anger,and to rule the fpirit, 
T take to be parts of the fame charaéter ; tho’ 


not defcriptive of precifely the fame temper. 
The former may refer, partly at leaft, to the na- 
tural make and frame. of the mind, as having 
lefs warmth and fire,, lefs propenfity to wrath 
and paffion; than is ‘frequently. found in fome., 
That there*is fuch a difference obfervable in 
perfons, before education or religion have had’ 
any influence upon them, I fuppofe: will not 
be difputed. An enquiry into the reafons of 
this difference, is befide. my prefent purpofe. 


The latter, namely, to rule. the Jpirit, may: 


oint out a mind, bro’t under the governmenp 
of religion and the word of God, by the pow- 
er of mighty reafon and almighty grace; what- 
ever-the original, conftitution might be, 


_ ‘Tu e-man who deferves the chara@ervok 
gne that rules his fpirit.L take to be neceffarily: 
aman 


Loe 
@ mai of religion; who is “renewed in the 
pirit of his. mind, after the image of him 
ay created him”; who has the fear of God 
gu 8 in his heart; who aéts from the noble 
Phaciples of piety and goodnefs ; who is go- 
vetned, in all his condudt, by a-facred regard 
re the Deity. "The man that aéts up to this cha- 
tater, has puv on Chrift, and poffelt himfelf of 
Be geriius of his gofpel. The inferior powers of 
i ee fo apt torebel, are brought under the 
to hea Ce of reafon and religion, which ought 
bos tule, : Reafon, whofe influence is fo 
sie ae lives of many, in him reaffumes 
i? ect authority, and gains obedience to 
Pe ee And reafon herein atte like herfelf, 
Native Fi ildingtoo great dependance on her own. 
| Ceives Aas and vigor ; but thankfully re’ 
da a afliftance of divine revelation ; makes 
SR ma the man of her counfek at 
Meng: fea freely fubmits to the govern- 


ar ‘ wey : : 
heres f Principles, deeply wrought into the 
Properl yon ing grace, will ‘enable a maw 
: per. y to rul 7 


is {piri ing fhort 
ereof -wili.. > Bis fpirit ; and nothing 
i a beveffessual to do it, to any con 
— Bt. Indeed the more extravagant 
. ee actings 


Lee al 


‘adtings of a turbulent fpirit, and the more dire- 
’ ful effeéts of pride and paflion, cruelty and re- 


venge, may be.generally fupprefled by lower 
motives ; fuch as a regard to decency, and re> 
putation among men of fober minds ; and a 
fear of penal laws. But tho’ thefe external 


. geftraints may ferve thus far, yet the’ reftlefs 


fpirit, prevented from its natural exertion upon 
others, will prey upon the man himfelf, and 
produce ftrange mifery and confufion in his 
breaft : and if thefe feebler reftraints were taken 
off, paffion and anger would be, like the break- 
‘ing forth of waters, fierce and impetuous, and 
deal deftru&tion all around, 


Tu man who duly rules his {pirit, has. a 


full belief and abiding fenfe, of the moral go- 
yernment of God ; and that himfelf is a fub- 
ject of this government. His own will he 
knows ought to be ruled by the divine pleafure; 
and his conduct by the divine laws, And what 
he knows to be right he defires fhould take 
place upon him : accordingly he endeavours 
his fpirit fhould be entirely “in fubjeion to 
the father of fpirits”. This view of things 
has a powerful influence to keep his mind calm 


and ferene under all circumiftances of life; and - 
, B 


; amidit 


“ce 


eke, 3] 
amidft the various afpeéts of providence. Like 
St. Paul, “he knows both how to be abafed, 


i ae how to abound ; and Jearns, in what- 
~ loever ftate he js, therewith to be’ content.” 


i oe Not to intimate, that the fpirit of 
u “y . soe $e 2 

‘ an one lofes its aétivity and {prightlinefs ; 
and becomes dull and unperforming. | Far 


'. from this—he has life and zeal to purfue 


anes article of known duty : mot a blind ill- 
a o zeal, whith leads him headlong ; but 
hat which is according to knowledge. He 


has c | 5 i 
Has courage and refolution enough to enterprife 


great nee: 3 and a preatnefs of foul which 
ives im ferenity in the event, whatever it be 


Hg does not run mad with pride when his 
wifhes fucceed ; nor defpond when his hopes 


are blafted. Joy and forrow, hope and feats 
do hot put him out of poffeffion of his ow 
pase but prove proper fprings of aétion, as 
they were defigned to be; and he learns “ ip 
patience to poffefs his foul”, 


Wau ; 
on et N the God of providence fimiles up- 
fia We oa caufes his goodnefs to pafs before 
fh PS : afs b 

> €$ not wax wanton, and riot in the 


kindneffe 
‘Aindnefles of his heavenly father ; but ufes 


“them, 


a arn 


yo 


ation ; and feels 


them with fobriety and moder: : Pia 
y kindle in his 


the generous flame of gratitude 
breaft towards him & from whom ce 
every good and every perfect gift.” When 
forrows and afflitions, 
overtake him, and many of his deareft outward 
‘enjoyments are ‘taken away, he calmly fubmits 
to the will of heaven ; and learns meckly to 
fay, as an afflicted fervant of God once did, 
“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, and bleffed be the name of the Lord. 
None of thefe things greatly move him; his 
heart is fixed, trufting in the Lord.” 


‘Mucu the fame compofure of mind accom- 
“panies him thro’ the trials which he meets with 
“more immediately from the hands of his fellow- 


men. \ Kindnefs and benevolence are the habr 
_ tual temper of his mind towards thofe who af- 


front and injure him. “In one inftance he fi- 


“Jently pities them under the power of their un- 


“governed paffions, and is grieved to fee them 
indulging to malevolence and ill-will ; and thd 

in another he may manifeft refentment, he does 
Mo only when refentment is agreeable to reafon 
~and the gofpel ; and likely to advance thegoos’ 
“of thofe thatabufe’bim. “The caine exer ci of 
ia Ba reafon 


’ 


comes down ‘. 


heavy and numerous, « 


ee ee neta” Se > ere ey A 


reafon ftraitens or relaxes the reins of his paffi- 
ons ; and he learns what is very difficult, “ to 
be angry and not fin.” Such is the man 
who is flow ta anger, and rules his fpirit. 

THE other charagter in our text comes next 
under our confideration, The mighty—he 
that taketh a city, : ; 


THESE words point-ont a man of ftrength 


and vigor, able to bear the fatigues of war, and | 
Teady to face the dangers of battle; one whole: . 


Conttitution is ftrong, and his fibres braced ; one 
who has fucceeded in military attempts, has 


Deen victorious in warfare, and borne a.part in 


the congueftofa defenced city. To raife the cha- 
adeer fill higher,let us fyppofe him to be com- 
mander in chief in fome important expedition: 

et us confider him as enduring the hardfhips, 
and bidding defiance to the dangers of the. 
Smpaign, as vigoroufly purfuing the plan of 
eberation, ’til he has led his forces into the 


mong city, and vi&tory crowns his endeavours 


T HEs E things (ey a man ina diftinguifhed 
Point of light, and draw a. train of admirers: 
The vanquithed fear and tremble ; _ the 


multjcude 


that taketh a city.” 


4 
aes 


fod. 


multitude fhout applaufe. This chara¢ter 
at leaft appears refpedtable ; and really js 
fo, when there is nothing to detract from the 
honor and ufefulnefs of it ; thd indeed fuch 


. things may be found in a man whofe conduc 


is not agreable to heaven, ‘and who.is a ftran- 
ger to true felicity. The principles of action 
muft be taken into the account, in order to de- 
termine the charatter truly good, or not fo. 
Who, that is infpired with a generous love to 
mankind, can think with pleafure and appro- 
bation on a Pompey, a Ce/far, or an Alexander, 
who were mighty men, fubdued people and 
cities not a few, and marked their fteps in blood 
while they traverfed the world! A man migh- 
ty in war, who is a ftranger to humanity and 


the gentle fpirit of the gofpel, may force trem-_ 
‘bling crowds: to yield a feigned fubmiffion; 


to.“ bow down their necks that he may go 
over ;” but will never bea public bleffing, nor 
enjoy fincere love and efteem. : 


Bur each of thefe charaSters will be fet in 
a clearer light by comparing them together, as 


we propoled in the fecond place, This will 
difcover him that is “ flow to anger and rules 
his fpirit, to be better than the mighty and he 


THE 


en a a 
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a THE preference muft be given to the for= 
mer, as the difficulty of gaining the rule of our 


fhirits is greater than that of obtaining a mili- 
tary conquett. hd } 


~ How hard is it to fupprefs the rebellion of 
corrupt lufts and affections, and to bring them 
into obediente to the laws of Chrift! How hard 
to hufh angry and tumultuous paffions, when 
‘we meet the provoking language, or the. more 
provoking aétions of our fellow-mortals ; and 
accordirig to the fpirit of the gofpel, “ to thew 
all meeknefs to all men, and overcome eyil 
‘with good!” How difficult to maintain a fpirit 
‘ealm and ferene, undér loffes, and croffes, and 
‘grievous difappointments ! Do we not find, in 
this cafe, “a law in our members Waring a- 
gaintt the law of our minds j? and an evil {pi- 
‘Ht counter-working the good ? What hard 
Atruggles ! What fevere conflicts !- What con- 
ftant watchings ! What earneft fupplications are 
neceffary, before we gain the rule of our own 
“Pitts, fo asto pafs unruffled thré the fhifting 
“ wreftle not only with flefh and blood, but 
with Principalities and powers, and fpiritual 
wickednefles in high places ;? which. abet the 
. : corrupt 


{cenes of fife | We, in this fpiritual warfare, 


gapestpeae | 


corrupt motions of the mind, in oppofition to 
the nobler principles of fubftantial goodnels. 
To fucceed therefore in this fpiritual conflit, 
more vigorous exertions, as well as more pow-_ 
erfulafliftances from above, are neceflary, than 
to meet an enemy in the gate, to fcale the walls 
of a city, or to fubjeé the numerous inhabi- 
tants thereof. 


Ac A1nj—Much greater is the happinefs re- 
fulting from the former, than the latter con- 
gueft, even in this. world. 


T we former prepares a man to pafs fmooth- 
ly thré the rougher paflages of life, and gives 
tranquility of mind in the moft preffing emer- 
gencies.. View fuch an one in profperity, and. 
a foul-healthful and profperous, doubles every 
‘comfort ; and renders the good things of com- 


mon providence bleffings indeed. View him / ~ 


in adverfity, “ his mind is fixed, trufting in the . 


Lord: He is like Mount Sionswhichicannor 
be removed, but abideth forever.” He has that 
& peace which pafles all underftanding,” and 
drinks deeply of the comforts of ‘religion. 
Thefe produce a noble firmnefs of min d, in the 
midi of the forms and tempefts of this evil 

( world, 


: bey BOP ue 


‘world. “* Tho’ the rain defcends, and the floods 
come, and the winds blow, and beat upon him,” 
he Temains unfhaken. Tho’ in the partial 
_ Judgment of fome, his comforts may be finall, 
yet it is to be remembred, that thofe joys, like 
thofe rivers, are often the deepeft, and the moft 
lafting, which run on in a filent {tream, without 
noife and tumuk. 


- THE greateft conqueror, whofe fpirit is not 
formed to fuch a religious firmnefs, by the 
energy of divine grace, and the long and obfti- 
"nate practice of virtue, muft bea ftranger to fuch 
exalted happinefs. ‘The fubmiffion of the van- 
quithed,—the applaufe of the populace,— the 
glittering ornaments of military drefs,—and the 
laurels of viétory, may all accompany one, 


Whofe mind is full of anxiety, confufion and 
Built, 


M OR EOVER,—The man that has obtained 
a victory over his own fpirit, is fitted for more 
extenfive ufefulnef§ than he could be without it. 
Ss fe win difqualifying him for any ftation 

~ “Mployment in life, ferves to make him 
more fit for every a s 


View 


aan cette g ae . - 


neal 


View him in low life,—His mind is not 
fwelled with boundlefs ambition, nor does a 
reftlefs fpirit urge him on, atall adventures, and 
by any meatures, lawful or unlawful, to feek a 
higher {phere of aétion : but his mind is hap- 
pily accommodated” to his circumftances ; 
he is willing “ to abide in the calling, wherein 
he is called of God;” and defirous to fill with 
honor that ftation in which providence has 
placed him, how low foever it bel; fenfible 
that in the ciyil,as well as in the natural body, 
fome membeis are appointed to higher, and 
foie to lower offices. 


< View him as a magiftrate,—He, like: the. 
author of our religion, whofe {pirit dwells with- 
in him, will rule the people in meeknels; and! 
judge in equity. His gentlenefs will melethofe, 
whom rigour could not fubdue. The autho-, 
rity of the ruler, accompanied with the kind- 


‘efs-of the chriftian, will force a willing fub- 


miffion from all ; and infenfibly learn the res 
bellious the language of obedience ; “ what 
wilt thou have me to-do ?” In confequenceof 
inward ferenity, “ a law of kindnefs willdwell 
pon his lips ;” which will often have a ntore 
powerful. influence tipon the ftubborn and res 
G fractory, 


ff ter] 


fra@ory; than the greateft feverities of lan« 
guage ; and give occafion to fay ; “ how 
forcible are right words#’ The magiftrate will 
be feared ;——the mah: will be loved ;— order 
will be maintained; and éivil government made 
to anfwer the excellent ends fot which. it is 
defigned. Such rulers will .be,likely “ to rule 
for God, and be faithful ;, they will be a ter- 
oe evil doers, and a praife to: them, that do; 
well.” . 


*T1s in vain to expect thefe happy effects 
from the adminiftrations of thofe, who are 
laves to their paffions, and attempt to rule the 
Apirits of others, without ruling theit own.. ‘The 
teins of government will be held with an un- 
feady hand ; relaxed’ too much, or too muck 
flraitned, The petulance of the, man, will 
Roe be the influence of the magiftrate ; by 
eae authority will, fink, and law be 
= sept er foot. His obfervation muft 
ae a much confined, and his know- 
cout tee nature. very {mall, who is nog 

at this reprefentation is. juft. 


+ Viewth 


i lansing €man Xf ibis rules his fpirit by 


Chiift, aging in q-military characa 
La ily 


Eg29 i] 

te;_How great an addition will this be to his 
honor and ufefulnefs ! Hereby the officer will 
learn to command with mecknefs of wifdom' ; 
and the private to obey, “ not by conftraint, 
but willingly.” “Hereby an inviolable union 
oF hearts will be promoted. The commander 
will not be bafely-deferted in time of danger ; 
“nor the troops wamtonly fold to deftruétion ; 
“but éach'will be careful to keep his ftation,and 
“every one refolved to do his duty. What won- 
ders may wwe not expect to fee performed by 
‘fuch forces as thefe !~ 


Tir y greatly miftake, who imagine men 
~néceffarily efiervated and rendered effeminate, 
by having their fpirits ruled by the gentle lawsof 
“religion, fo'as to be lef difpofed to engagein tlie 

military ferviee, when properly’ invited thereto 
by providence ; or lefs likely to a& up.to the 
charaéter of valiant foldiers.—Far from this:— 
“Nonthave fo tender aconcern for theircountry; 
none will be more ready to exert themfelves. for 
“the public good; none can face dangers with fo 
f much! fortitude of mind ; none can view flaugh- 


tot and death fpread before them, in all its” 


“loos horrors, with fo rational a courage, 
with fuch:a" elevation of foul, as they, whofe 


se C 2 fpiritg 


—— 
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men j but to 


don’t put of h, 


Ui 20 | 


fpirits are greatly chriftian ; and whofe hopes 
of happinefs beyond. the grave, are rendered 
ftrong and bright, by a long and intimate ac- 
quaintance with the power of religion. The 
confidence of fuch is reafon,not madnefs. They 
aa from principles which can’t be annihilated 
thro the fudden affaults of fear, or bafe tempta~ 


tions to defertion : fugh as a regard to the hos 


nor of God, the intereft. of religion, and. the 
-preferyation of our civil. rights. Such are 
ftrong holds of their enemies : they go forthe. 
jn the name and ftrength of the Lord of hofts, 
-and thro him do valiantly.” . Though they are 
divefted of the teftlefs paffions and fury of un. 
Aan ified minds, yet none have their fpirits more 
fired with zeal and vigor than they, when the 


( fervice of God and their country invite them to 
action, 


Bur then their magnanimity and zeal exert. 
themfelves, NOt to gratify revenge, not to mul- 
tply the lain, or to triumph in the miferies of 

ettablith the caufe of truth and 
€n contending powers. . They 
we umanity in the field ; nor borrow 

the fpivit of hina, who, “ like a roring lion, 
goes 


juttice betye 


a = Dey ee ee ee = 


mighty thrd God for the pulling down the . 


ligion, gain thereby a greater intere(t in the love 
= ? = ad 


fa 


goes about fecking whom he may devour. 
The occafion for war gives them pain ; they 
fight for peace. And it is evident that. wars 
will be lefs frequent, or ceafe, in proportion to 
the prevalence of a fpirit of felf- government, 
which is the fpirit of the gofpel.- When every 
one, from the monarch to the peafant, fhall de 
flow to anger;and rule his fpirit, “ wars fhall 
ceafe to the ends of the earth : Nation thall 
not liftup fword againft nation, neither fhall 
they learn war any more.” This is evident from 
the demand of the apoftle ;— “ whence come 
wars and fightings among you? Come'they not 
hence, even of your lufts, which war in. your 
members?” But we may not expect the pre- 
sr lence of this fpirit will be fo great, as toclofe 
the tragical {cenes of war, under the prefent 
‘difpenfation. Chrift : came not to fend peace 

earth, but a fword.” But, “ when he hall 
on a fecond time, he will remove from them 
* ane his, every thing that offends,” and-efta- 
blifh them in uninterrupted peace and happi~ 


nefs for ever. 


Fur THERMORE,—They who bring their 
fpirits under the government of reafon and re- 


and 


a ee en oe 


ain 
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and efteem of men than can be obtained by. 


military power and fuccefs, while the fpirit 
femains lawlefs and ungoverned. 


| THE mighty man, whofe mind is cruel and 
favage, who “. ‘continually breaths out threat- 
mings and flaughter,’ thd he fhould be fuccefs- 
fal in war, thd: he fhould depopulate cities and 
<ountries, and'go on from conquering to con- 


quer; is fillan obje& upon which every man of “ 


humanity and religion thinks with horror > He 
Gs feared by many, loved by none. Not fo the 

_ ‘man, whofe every tho’t, and every paffion, ‘jg 
‘captivated to the obedience of Chrift : a diffq: 
five benevolence to all mankind poffeffés his 
heart ; and he learns to obey that difficult 
‘ command of our Saviour, “ Love your ene-. 
mies.” Such a fpirit gives him a place in the 
warmelt affections of all, sf 
; w A's it not this fpirit appearing in our late 
‘gracious Sovereign, which gave him fo firm 4 
poffeffion of the hearts of all his fubjeéts, while 
he lived, and which renders his memory fo pre- 
‘cron, £0) them, fince his removal ? ‘The nations 
have rifen Up with one voice to call him ble! 
fed ; atid open and folemn refpeéts have been dé- 
fervedly 


when hi 
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fervedly paid tohis memory.Yetupon thisreturn- 
jing public occafion, you will allow me to fay;—~ 
that among his many. royal accomplifhments, 
the humanity and gentlenefs of fpirit which he 
appéared pofleffed of, were none of the leat : 
the natural confequence of which was a mild 
and fteady adminiftration. Tho he manifelted, 
a farprifing firmnefs of mind, in his clofe at 
tention to, and vigorous fupport of the prefent 
war ; and that at a time when his flow of {pik 
xits might be fuppofed greatly: abated, by the 
infirmities -of age 5 yet fo fafceptible: was his 
heart of the: fofter paffions, that he always 
prefered peace to, war, when it could be obtain 
ed upon terms honorable to. his ATOWD, / A 
firiking proof of this he gave in. the overtures 
‘of peace which he made to his old perfidious 
mies the French ; at a time when fuccefs 
ee ded all his military entefprizes’; at a time 
a sienemies were extremely reduced ;,and 
2 me, when amungenerous monarch would 

mM ye sought it a fair Opportunity t6 gratify 2 
Pr engefil temper, by fcomfually rejecting the 
soft equitable propofals foratraccommodation: 
rhe happy. effeéts of this gentle fpirit’ have 
fpread far and wide. ‘They have been fenfibly 
felt; and geatefully acknowledged, by his. moft 
ei) dutiful 


Coa 


dutiful fubjeéts in thefe American colonies —. 


While we {peak of this, to do honor to his:me-_: 


mory, we neceflarily renew our grief for the 
very greatlofs wehave fuftained by his death — 
‘But perhaps it may be tho’t unfeafonable to in- 
dulge'to forrow in any great degree, fince thro’. 
the goodnefs of God, this lofsis fo happily re=: 
paired, and our joy takes place of our mourn-: 
ing, by the acceflion of our prefent gracious 


— fovereign, King Grorce the THIRD, tothe 


Britifh throne.; who fhares fo largely in the 
excellent: {pirit of his royal predeceflor ; ang 
who is formed; we hope, by fo great an exam-= 
ple, and by the grace of God, to fuch a temper. 
as will render him a diftinguifhed bleffing % 
the kingdoms, at the head of which he 8 
placed. : 


Nor does this mildnefS of difpofition ferye 
only to raife crowned heads high in the efteem 
of their fubjects 3 thofe thar ac in a lower 
Iphere, enjoy the affeaions of their fellow-men, 
wm proportion to the degree in which they pof- 
fefs it. . Is it not this, in connection with other 
valuable: endowments, that fills our hearts with 
the warmett fentiments of love to the illuftrions 

; Amberft g He, far removed from the.cruelty of 
the 


pe 
>. 
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the tyrant, feels the influence of humanity and 
teligion on his mind :, his actions breath the . 
{pirit of the gofpel, and he is “ mighty to 
fave,” as well as mighty to deltroy. His cap- 
tives, ftruck with the unexpeéted clemency and 
tendernefs of their conqueror, forget the for-_ 
tows of a captivated ftate, arid feel in their 
breafts the delightful fenfations of love and 
pratitude to their gentle mafter. Who doesnot 
love) who does not admire, thofe that manifeft 
fach “a fpirit! “ Their names,” like that of 
their divine mafter, “ are as ointment poured 
forth.’—He; who is pofleffed of fuch a {pirit, 
ayill fecure’more lafting Lonor, than he, who 
deftitute hereof, cai boaft great martial exploits: 
The molt that will be faid of the one in a little 
time,will probably be,thatfomebody cruelly con. - 
auered fomebody; while theactions of the other, 
willbe carefully treafured up in the minds of 
many, and mentioned to his honor from gene 
gation to generation F 


BEsi ve s,—If swe view them when they 
draw near to the clofe of this mortal ftate, and 
approach the folemn period of death, how dif- 
ferent fpall we ufually find the temper of their 
gainds then! How oe a review 
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of their refpeétive characters affect them then | 
Then thofe tragical fcenes, which, for a while, 
might excite the admiration and applaufe of 
half-thinking mortals, will produce no joyful 
refletions, to footh the aking hearts of thete 
men of blood. Their minds; if deftitute of 


any other-fupport, befides what arifes from a _ 


review of their unchriftian heroifm, mutt be 
either ftrangely ftupid, or -clfe filled with the 
moft gloomy images—Images of that blacknefs 
‘of darknefs to.which they are going. But « at 
even time it fhall ufually--be.light” with thofe 
that have fhone in the other charatter, "Their 
having the fpirit of Chrift, is a good evidence 
that they are his ;—his true difciples: and fol- 
lowers ; interefted in all the promifes of his 
gofpel ; intitled to all the important bleffings 
of his purchafe. Such will have hope in their 
‘death, and immorallight and glory dawning 
4pon them, when they clofe their eyes upon this 
world. There is no truer ftandard by. which to 


judge of ations and characters, than the afpect. 


they have upon the eternal ftate, and their ten- 
dency to make us happy or miferable_ there, 
And if we make this a decifive rule’in the pre- 
fent cafe, hoy. much more noble and advanta- 
-geous, will a viSory oyer our-own, Spirits ape 
Ya Sey peat 
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pear, than any martial atchievements, while we 
are {trangers to felf government ! The one,will 
leave us in the power of our wort enemies ; 
ins ee eftrangement from God ;. without 
any intereft in his fayor a and doomed to the 
ftrange punithment appointed for the workers 
af iniquity —while the other, refeues us from 

the power of corrupt lufts and affections ; yin- 

dicates us into the glorious liberty of the fons 

of God; accomplifhes the defign of Chrift’s 

death upon us ; and prepares us to receive an 

unfading crown of life. “ To him’ that over- 


cometh,” fays our faviour, “ will I give to fit . 


with me on my throne, even as] oyercame,and 
gni fet down with my father on his throne.” ° 

THus I have endeavoured a comparifon 
of the characters in our text, with regard to the 
influence they have upon our honor, ufefulnefs 
and comfort here, and our happinefs in the fu- 
ture ftate., The defign of this comparative view 
js not to fet them in oppofition, or to reprefent 
them inconliftent with each other ; but to difco- 
yer their refpective worth. And is not the re- 


 falt of this compatifon plainly this, that the for- 


goer is truly excellent and ufeful, in itfelf conft- 


“Gered ; while the other is fo, only when it ig 


found in connection with the former ? 
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. Lev us all be animated, by what has been 


offered, to purfué them with a zeal proporti- 
onate to their importance. Let us view them 
in a proper light, and poffefs our minds with 
. a lively fenfeof their refpective ufefulnefs ; and 
fhall we not find, that, while the things which 
ferve to promote the one, ought to be done ; 
thofe. that promote the other, ought not to 
be left undone? 4 > es 
. I HOPE. none will think I miftake the Oc- 


_ gafion of our being. together at.this time ; o¢ 


bring a difcourfe rather to difcountenance, than - 


encourage, a military {piric ; rather to fink,than 
raife, the character of a foldier.. Sure nothin 
« is more diftant from my intention ; nor can : 
think this has been done, unlef it has by atten- 
ding to the true fpirit and meaning of that pa 
fage of {cripture, which is the foundation of the 
prefent difcourfe. The reafonable and religions 
government of our fpirits, which I have been 
defcribing, how much more important an 
attainment foever it may be, than that with 
which it has been compared, is yet, far from be~ 
ing contrary toa military {pirit ; or from. hay- 
ing any tendency to weaken or deftroy it : fo 
far, that I believe it will be found the only true 
= Sage iad a os gmat rr 
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bafis upon which it can be ‘built. 3 by which: 
it can be fupported ; and in connection with, 
which it can be ufeful and good, ; f % 
Wen men become jlow tounger, and 
learn to rule thew, Spirits, they certainly coneur 
with the dictates ‘of reafon, and the word of 
God ; and therefore cannot, on that account, 
be faid to oppofe a military fpirit ; unlefS rea- 
fon and revelation tend to do it. That. the 
former has not fuch.a tendency, I need not. 
Spend time to prove ; and. that the latter 
has not, -is eafily .colle@ted from -many. 
paflages of f{cripture, not only in the old - 
teftament, where God ftiles himfelf “ a man 
of war,” and ‘the Lord of hofts;” and where 
we find, that troops were led out to battle by 
God's exprefs command ; that he “ taught 
their hands to war, and their fingers to fight, 
and made them victorious by his mighty arm ; 


but alfo in the new teftament, where,.of the , 
prince of peace himfelf it is faid, that ““im — 


righteoufnefs he doth: judge and. make war”; 
and where we find the meffenger fent before 
Chrift’s face,.to prepare his way,. implicitly 
owning the lawfulnefs.ofa military. life, in the 
anfwer which he gaye to the foldiers demand; 
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And what fhall we do”? He does not tell 


them to quit their profeffion as unlawful and 


fcandalous : he does not intimate that there is 


any thing in their employment inconfiftent 
with the defign ‘of chriftianity, then about to 


be introduced: but admonifhes them of the 


importance of ruling their fpirits, and keeping 
them under the reftraints of religion. Do vio- 


lence to no man—as if he had faid,—* Thinknot, 


that becaufe you are armed with the weapons 


of deftruction, you may wantonly Violate the’ 
laws of humanity, and forcibly take from men: 


their’ properties, or their lives.’ —Be content 
“with your wages— “ Supprefs an avaricious 
fpirit : let not a defire of intiching yourfelves,’ 
be the main principle from which you aq: 
“nor fuffer your minds to be difcompofed,though 
you fhould not fucceed in your wifhes and ex. 
pectations of increafing your fubftance.” 


_Trs.a departure from fuch neceflary regu- 
lations of temper and conduét, which renders 
the foldier unchriftian and bafe ; when the only 
military accomplifhments ‘he can boaft, are a 
mind fierce and inhuman, that “ fears not God 


or regards man”, an “ arm of ficth”, and 


feet that ate fwift to'thed blood”. 
Suc H 
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sSucu is the prefentfituation of humanaf 
fairs, that recourfe muft be had to the art of 
war. And ‘til mens minds are bro’t under the 
gentle {way of reafon and religion 5 “til this is 
perfe@ly.and uniyerfally the cafe ; fo that every 
one, content with his own, fhall by no unlaw- 
ful meafures, endeavour to, poflefs himfelf of 
what belongs, to another; fo’ that envy and 
fraud, encroachment, and oppreflion fhall be 
wholly. laid afide and forgotten ; forcible me- 
thods of defence will be neceflary. Every one 
knows that this is not the prefent condition of 
mankind ; everyone therefore, miuft be con- 
winced of the ufefulnefs and importance of mar- 
tial {kill and prowefs ; .and accordingly that 
endeavours for the promotion hereof, are not 
only lawful, but honorable. Bi) ‘ one 


Bur. not to enlarge. 
lirurn myfelf to you gentler ; 
ARTILLER y, at whole invitation we are 
ow affembled in the showle of worlhip. 


TN aiming at fuperior military accomplith- 
ANents, you! ac& confiftently with your charaéter, 
and fuitably to-the-prefent ftate: of the world. 
Py this aneans your gnezent company ae 
é i) Oe ae ea, P ony 
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only poffefs; but deferve, thie title of honorable: 


The generous and public fpirit which they ap- 


pear poffefs'd of, who devote themfelves to the 
ferviée of their country, will conciliate for them 
univerfal love and efteem; and, at the fame 


‘time, fill ‘their Own minds with folid pleafure 


and fatisfaction. Under the influence and en- 
couragement of Firs EXCELLENCY, the 
captain general, we hope you will not only 


fapport a martial fpirit in gerieral, but endea: 


our to cultivate the regular art of war : the 
neceffity ahd impottance whereof, in New Eng- 
Yand, beyond what was requifité ih Our infant 
‘ftate, when we had no‘enemy to” meet in the 


- ‘field, when our warfare’ was only with wadife 


plinedfavagesin the wildernels,we truft'does not 
efcape your notice‘and attention. ‘The prefent 
war has afforded undeniable proofs, that in or- 
der to fucceed int battle, the ‘military art muft 
be fiudiéd. Yout knowledge-and experience 
‘herein, Gentlemen, we hope ‘will be carried fo 
fuch a;pitch, as -willnot only:rendér you pecu- 
Jiarly ufeful yourfelves, if called to aétion ; but 
alfo have a good’ influence to’ excite in others, 
laudable ambition to excell in the fame things, 
And you will fuffer-me to remind’ you, that, 
dncorder to: your ‘ex4mple’s being. loved: and 
Se ie a followed, 
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followed, it will be neceflary for you to thine, 
not only in the common ornaments of a fol-- 
‘dier,butalfo in what is very confiftentherewith,. 
“ the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit.”” 
To be’ ufefully acquainted with the art of war, - 


you muft not be ftrangers to the religion of 


thé prince’ of peace. Would you conquer’ 
others, you'muft not be conquered by your 
felves—by your own lufts and affections. 
Slavery breaks the fpirits, and fabdues the force: 
Of the mind : and certainly no flavery can be 
More effectual to do it, than to be maftered by 
your own paffions. Would you therefore en- 
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Joy the comfort, honor and advantage of your: 


charaéter, as foldiers, inlift yourfelyes under, 
the banner of Chrift ; be firmly perfuaded. 
of the excellency and ufefulnefs of his {pirit 5. 
and let your endeavors to poffels yourfelves of 
it, be animated in proportion thereto. 


To concLtup E,—Let us all be inftruét-" 


ed by the dostrine of our text. Let us all en-’ 
€avour to have our minds deeply impreffed with. 
a fenfe of the importance of ruling our {pirits.. 
In this we may ftrive to excel, without being 
guilty of Jawlefs ambition, or inglorious pride, 
This Will be our honor and happineds, whatever 
our {tations in life are; whatever “the circum= 
Ey flances: 
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ftances of the world, of our nation, and land. 
This will not be the lefs ufeful, if, through the 
kindnefs of heaven, our hopes fucceed, and the 
prefent war fhouldiffuein an honorableand laft- 


ing peace ; when “our {words fhall be beaten. 
into plough-fhares, and our {pears into pruning- q 


hooks ;” and our brethren of the military 


character, fhall leave the fatigues of the camp, | 


much negleéted arti: » _ 


toimproye in agriculture, that peaceful, but too 


THE confideration of the infinite advanta— 
ges of this conqueft over out fpirits, may Welf 
infpire us with refolution to encounter all the 
difficulties that lie in the way hereof. “And 


that there are difficulties, great and numerous,’ 


— 
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he has declared himfelf ready to give the holy 
fpirit to them that afk him: and if we “ walk 
in this {pirit we fhall not fulfil the unlawful 


defires of the flefh and of the mind.” 


LET us “war agood warfare,” and “ fight 
the good fight of faith ;” humbly “ looking 
to Jefus, the captain of our falvation,” without 
whom we can do nothing ; but thro’ the affift- 
ance of whofe fpirit “‘ we can do all things ci 
and fhall come offmere than conquerors in this 
{piritual conflia: “This victory, my brethren, 
will produce the happieftconfequences—It will 
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enable us to enjoy ourfelves, and our friends.— ~ 


Tt will lay a foundation for prefent comfor' t, 
and ufefulnefs.—It will fecure peace and fafety 
at the clofe of life.—It will give the tempo” 
of heaven, and render us meet to enter the 
manfions of glory. 


Lev us endeavour to lay our fouls open to 
t ne full power of thefe important confiderations, 
and a& under the influence of them, erie: the 
ame mind is produced in us which was alfo in 
Chrift Jefus ;” and we are prepared to enter 
his peaceful kingdom, where univerfal love and 


harmony reign for ever and ever. 
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